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What is a conviction? One person says that it is no more than a personal opinion. Others define it as 

those things for which you would be willing to die; all else is a preference. Some teach that 

convictions are based on direct scriptural teaching. Others teach that convictions are not even 

scriptural. Why all the confusion? What is a good biblical approach to the concept of convictions? Let 

us see if we can make any sense out of it all.  

The word "conviction" is not found in the Bible and this is the source of much of the confusion. It is, 

however, related to two biblical words: convict and convince.  

The word convict is only used once in the Bible where the men who accused the women of adultery 

were "convicted by their conscience" (John 8:9) “Then those who heard it, being convicted 

by their conscience, went out one by one, beginning with the oldest even to the last. And Jesus 
was left alone, and the woman standing in the midst.” 

 

• Job 32:12 - “I paid close attention to you; And surely not one of you convinced Job, 

Or answered his words”  

• John 8:46 - “Which of you convicts Me of sin? And if I tell the truth, why do you not 

believe Me?” 

• Acts 18:28 - “for he vigorously refuted the Jews publicly, showing from the 

Scriptures that Jesus is the Christ.”  

• 1 Corinthians 14:24 - “But if all prophesy, and an unbeliever or an uninformed 

person comes in, he is convinced by all, he is convicted by all.”  

• Titus 1:9 - “holding fast the faithful word as he has been taught, that he may be 

able, by sound doctrine, both to exhort and convict those who contradict.”  

• James 2:9 - “but if you show partiality, you commit sin, and are convicted by the law 

as transgressors.”  

• Jude 15 - “to execute judgment on all, to convict all who are ungodly among them of 

all their ungodly deeds which they have committed in an ungodly way, and of all 
the harsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him.” 

This word (convince) is the key to understanding the other two words. One who is convicted is 

convinced of sin or error. In its simplest meaning, a conviction is something about which we 

are convinced. In most of the cases where convince is used in the Bible, it is similar to our use 

of the word convict. It usually deals with those who are convinced of sin.  


